Abstract
INTRODUCTION
Thinking is an ability of human being in filtering information received before deciding it as a conclusion. However, Scriven and Paul (2004) said that "thinking is a natural process, but left to itself, it is often biased, diverge, partial, less information, and potentially prejudiced, excellence in thought must be cultivated".
1 Therefore, transforming the natural entity of thinking into a more critical one is really important. Critical thinking is more than just knowledge acquisition or a collection of processing skills; rather it is the development and continual use of analytical skills. It is seen as a necessary life skill whereby the process improvement of thinking basically is creating the habit of reflection and questioning in every aspect of life. 2 To be called a critical thinker, someone should be able to critically analyze and evaluate problems or information. A more thorough description of a critical thinker's characteristics is that in processing the information, they tend to raise some critical questions, and then formulate them clearly and concisely. Before drawing a conclusion to the problems, they always gather and evaluate relevant details by referring to abstract ideas, think openmindedly, and communicate effectively with others. Critical thinking is relevant to any discipline, including English language teaching. In teaching and learning all of the language skills comprising listening, speaking, reading, and writing, critical thinking is very important.In every part of learning, it is necessary to think critically and analytically, especially writing skill. According to Tuan (2012) , writing is all about process, not a product. He added that the writing process is a sharp tool to discover meaning, to perfect a piece of writing both in thoughts and in grammatical accuracy and to 1 Scriven, M., & Paul, R. (2004) .The Critical Thinking Community. Retrieved on November 28, 2015, from http://www.criticalthinking.org/aboutCT/defin ingCT.shtml. 2 King, A. (1995) . Designing the Instructional Process to Enhance Critical Thinking Across the Curriculum. Teaching of Psychology, 22 (1), 13-17. And also see Scriven, M., & Paul, R. (2005 3 So in writing process it is a need to have a deep analysis before taking an idea as a companion to write. Talking about critical thinking in writing, an educator has various ways to teach students' about it right now. As a fact shows that in this modern era everything becomes easier because the world has provided a sophisticated technology in enjoying daily life such as internet. Internet has made this life completely easy in many aspects, not only as a source of information but also as a media of communication. It is easier for people to create a communication via internet in doing something, whether for business, entertainment or even for studying because people can access internet everywhere, mainly in public space, for instance, in the garden, office building, library, at the campus and at the coffee shops. Internet not only can be accessed by using computer, but it can also be accessed by using mobile phone.
Discussing about internet as a media of learning, in addition, the commission of technology stated that technology can make education more productive, more individual, powerful, and make learning more immediate. 4 This positive effect of technology has given a great impact to education practitioners. They are able to communicate with their students easily, either for continuing an unfinished subject explanation in face to face class or for giving a task to be done or even for consulting about a complicated assignment. In line with the explanation, nowadays some universities have also implemented e-learning, such as Facebook, Skype, Nicenet ICA, etc. Recently, Nicenet Internet Classroom Assistantis the online class commonly used by lecturers to support the teaching learning process. Nicenet is a new phenomenon in education. It is a web-based tool created especially for online class to run an educational program at any levels including universities, schools, courses, etc. It enables two-ways communication between members, schedule announcement and schedule changes, task notification, useful web links sharing with other members, and electronic submissions. So the lecturer and the students can continue the teaching-learning process at home, they do not need to meet each other in terms of discussing about a subject because they can discuss it and argue via internet.
In Nicenet the students are required to read and write something based on a topic that has been given by the lecturer. Every student has to post their own assignments and also leave a comment on their friends' assignments.That is why writing skill is really important in this type of online class. In addition, to be good in writing, there are some parts that every student must get engaged with, such as correct grammar usage, punctuation, spelling and also critical thinking. In this case, critical thinking dominates as an important part of writing in Nicenet because the students must understand the lecturer's instruction, the topic of discussion, so that they can give their comments correctly related to the topic. Considering the potential positive effects of Nicenet on students' learning, this online class was also implemented in English Department of UIN Ar-Raniry, Banda Aceh. The class was conducted in semester seven on Communication Management subject. This paper intends to analyze how the students' critical thinking is reflected in their responses on Nicenet.
THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK
Critical thinking is a process in answering a question of a problem. It is in line with Edward's opinion which proposed that critical thinking is defined as the correct assessing of stated information or text, be it written, oral or visual. It is an integral part of problem-solving process. 
RESEARCH PROCEDURE
The subject of this research was the documents of thirteen students' responses on online class Nicenet ICA. The selected documents were the comments of the students who had accomplished academic writing class. This means that they have already understood about some significant elements in writing.Moreover, the focus attention of this research was the ability of the students in using critical thinking in their writing. The writer chosethe documents in Communication Management class that was conducted in semester 7 in 2014, batch 2010 and 2011 to be analyzed in this study.It was chosen because in this class the students were often asked to write and respond to a given topic which requires students to think more critically rather than other classes. The students were required to leave a response to the topic given and also leave a comment to their friends' response.
Thetechniqueused in this research wascontent analysis. Content analysisis a research tool used to determine the presence of certain words or concepts within texts or sets of texts. The writer quantifies and analyzes the meanings and relationships of such words and 5 Edward S. &Dennis S., (2005) concepts, then makes a conclusion about the messages within the texts. Texts in a single study may also represent a variety of different types of occurrences, such as teacher interviews, writing journals, classroom discussions and lectures, and out-of-class interaction sheets. That is why the comments in Nicenet ICA can be categorized as one of the texts that are appropriate in content analysis method.
8
This content analysis was guided by arubric. It is a scoring guide used to evaluate the quality of students' constructed responses. In addition, it describes the parts, indicatorsor criteria and levels of performancein a particular task, product, or service. Rubrics usually contain evaluative criteria, quality definitions for those criteria at particular levels of achievement, and a scoring strategy. They are often presented in table format to judge quality and used to translatedifficult or unwieldy data into a form that can be used for decisionmaking. 9 The rubric used in this analysis is as the following. 
RESULT AND DISCUSSION
Thirteen responses were chosen to be analyzed in this study. The selected responses were based on one topic with three different sub-questions. Automatically, this kind of question requires the students to respond in a long answer to cover all details. The responses 8 Carol. B., et. al, (1994-2012) The analyses of the comments were systematically arranged from the low to the high level based on the criteria found in the comments. To simplify the writer in analyzing the data, the documents studied are presented in tabular form by grouping the comments and critical thinking indicators separately. Furthermore, those data will be followed by an explanation.
All thirteen selected responses are based on the following Nicenet prompt. Q: Write a more-less 150-words reflection in this thread that covers:
a. Your definition of intercultural communication, b. What does one need to know in order to avoid communication breakdown or misinterpretation due to intercultural encounter, c. What would you do to raise your awareness (academically maybe) in order to achieve successful intercultural communication in the future?
The following is the analysis of the comments corresponding to the presented prompt based on the level of critical thinking. (compassion, trust, openness, honesty, non-judgmental Based on the document analysis of critical thinking in writing responses on Nicenet Internet Classroom Assistant, the writer identified that the level of critical thinking varies. It can be sum up that almost all of the comments indicate the critical thinking ability in high level. As the data shows that 0% or no single comment from the responses identified the critical thinking in a low level ability. Moreover, there is only one comment or 7.69% is included in the medium level. Otherwise, the highest critical thinking criteria dominate the rest of the comments. The significant differencethat can be seen is thosetwelve responses or 92.30% of all documents represent the critical thinking ability in the highest level.
No
This result was obtained based on a strict rule to be followed. A comment can be identified as a low, medium or high level depends on the highest level indicators found in the responses There is no single comment from those data that was categorized in a low level because the writer did not find the lower level criteria of critical thinking in the students' responses without combining with the medium and the high level criteria.. Although the lower critical thinking indicators dominated in the certain comment, such as definition and identification, it does not mean the student responses have a low critical thinking ability as long as there is one medium or high criterion is included in the comment, such as propose and interpretation. It is because the principle of taxonomy is hierarchical, which means that each level is subsumed by the higher levels. In other words, a student functioning at the creating level has also mastered the material at the evaluating, analyzing, applying, understanding or remembering levels. That is why there is no a single comment is categorized in low level. Moreover there is only one comment categorized in medium level and the rest are in the high.
For further explanation related to the critical thinking criteria found in the whole responses, there are various critical thinking indicators that appear in the comment, from the lower level to the highest. The indicators that used to be found by the researcher in the lower level criteria are definition, identification, demonstration and summary. In addition, the indicators that used to be seen in the medium level are modelor example and comparison. The last, the indicators that used to be appeared in the highest level are suggestion and interpretation. However, the majority of the comments are dominated by the lower indicators criteria, because most of the comments contain of it.
As a further matter, besides analyzing these responses by using the main theory from Anderson and Krathwohl, the writer also additionally analyzed the responses by using the old theory from Bloom Taxonomy. In Bloom theory there are six levels in investigating the critical thinking ability, which are knowledge, comprehension, application, analysis, synthesis and evaluation. Otherwise, there are only three levels in analyzing the critical thinking ability by Anderson and Krathwohl, there are low level, medium level and high level. Surprisingly, the result stays the same. The majority of the comments in the Nicenet ICA were also categorized in a high level of critical thinking. However, there were some criteria that were totally different from each other. For instance, just like the interpretation criteria, while in Bloom Taxonomy it isincluded in the second level, in Anderson and Krathwohl is in the third. Overall, the revision theory from Anderson and Krathwohl is simpler than Bloom Taxonomy theory.
CONCLUSION
The findings of this study suggest that the use of Nicenet as a media of learning for students in English department of UIN Ar-Raniry can promote and develop the students' critical thinking skill. This has been confirmed through the finding that most of the students' comments on the selected prompt in Nicenet were categorized in high level of critical thinking.
